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Decide whether you plan to take the SAT, the ACT, both, or apply to test-optional
colleges and make sure to register in advance (ACT, SAT).
Notice any academic or extracurricular activity areas you might want to strengthen.
Start thinking about what you want after high school (what you might want to study,
what kind of college environment you prefer, and what costs matter to you).

*Everyone’s timeline can look a little different. Talk to
your counselor if you’re unsure what applies to you.

https://www.collegeessayguy.com/
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/stem-summer-camps-programs
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/crash-course-to-standardized-testing
https://www.act.org/content/act/en/register-for-the-act.html?utm_medium=paidsearch&utm_source=google&utm_campaign=fy25q2-spring+summer-national---paid-digital-k12-b2c&utm_content=dc_1725-internal-paid-012925-mr037378-&utm_term=university%20admissions%20test&utm_campaign=Google%7CSearch%7CIntent%7CB2C%7CCPC%7CJune+ACT+2023%7C4/3/2023-5/19/2023%7CDesktop&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=5799955628&hsa_cam=22343159433&hsa_grp=183515104755&hsa_ad=765192224116&hsa_src=g&hsa_tgt=kwd-296929703259&hsa_kw=university%20admissions%20test&hsa_mt=b&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=22343159433&gbraid=0AAAAADmzUEw6rVTw_DZy0_TcoDtbqbydi&gclid=Cj0KCQiA6sjKBhCSARIsAJvYcpNDTdSrSQyE9bXYPSQh7vF3Jnp2VhX_mBexVZ1ZGYORZke0y7RN3G8aAmjqEALw_wcB
https://satsuite.collegeboard.org/sat/registration
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/extracurricular-activities-guide
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/how-to-choose-a-college
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20262026FEBRUARY

TO DO LISTTO DO LIST
Begin exploring colleges that match your interests and goals.
Attend college fairs, virtual info sessions, or campus visits if available.
Plan a full senior-year course load that aligns with academic goals

ACT Test

https://www.collegeessayguy.com/
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/how-to-research-colleges-without-visiting-a-campus
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/how-to-make-the-most-of-a-college-fair-experience
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/tips-for-planning-a-college-visit
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/how-to-choose-high-school-courses
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20262026MARCH

Narrow your college list to a couple of schools you’re excited about.
Look into majors or programs you might want to study.
Start reflecting on what you want to write your college essay about.
Research summer opportunities (jobs, internships, volunteering, programs).
Plan College Visits during Spring Break.T
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https://www.collegeessayguy.com/
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/how-many-colleges-should-i-apply-to
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/what-should-i-study-in-college
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/what-to-write-college-essay-about
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/high-school-summer
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/tips-for-planning-a-college-visit
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20262026APRIL

ACT Test

Visit colleges in person or online to get a better feel for
them (here are some questions to ask).
Start brainstorming ideas for your personal statement
(important experiences, values, or challenges).
Learn the basics of financial aid and scholarships.T
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https://www.collegeessayguy.com/
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/questions-to-ask-college-tour
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/get-the-free-guide-to-writing-the-personal-statement
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/what-is-financial-aid
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/how-to-apply-for-scholarships
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20262026MAY

AP Exams

AP Exams

Prepare for and complete AP or IB exams, if applicable.
Choose 2–3 strong personal statement topic directions.
Ask 2 core academic teachers if they’d be willing to write letters of recommendation in the fall.
Finalize meaningful summer plans aligned with interests or goals.
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SAT Test

https://www.collegeessayguy.com/
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/podcast-stream/403-admissions-office-view-high-school-course-selection
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/college-application-essay-topics
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/how-to-ask-for-a-letter-of-recommendation
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20262026JUNE

ACT Test

SAT Test

Start writing a first draft of your personal statement.
Look up application requirements and deadlines for the colleges you’re interested in.
Look up application and financial aid deadlines/requirements for the colleges you’re interested
in, and run a Net Price Calculator to make sure they are affordable options.
Use the CEG Essay Tracker to keep track of supplemental essays and important dates.
Learn the differences between Early Decision, Early Action, Rolling, and Regular Decision.T
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https://www.collegeessayguy.com/
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/cwiab-student-31-picking-a-topic-writing-the-first-draft
https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/get-started/net-price-calculator
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1QYFDS-WGmO7inoagJbeq78uLWWBctizfOyjSngW8SUs/copy
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/college-application-deadlines
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ACT Test
Except NY

Revise the personal statement and seek feedback from a trusted 
       adult/counselor.

Begin outlining or drafting common supplemental essay prompts.
Finalize the college list and application strategy.
Organize application portals, deadlines, and materials.
Research scholarships, especially those with early deadlines.T
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https://www.collegeessayguy.com/
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/5-steps-revising-your-college-essay
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/cwiab-student-43-write-your-supplemental-essays
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/tips-to-increase-college-admission-chances
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1QYFDS-WGmO7inoagJbeq78uLWWBctizfOyjSngW8SUs/edit?gid=375367538#gid=375367538
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/full-ride-scholarships
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SAT Test

Finalize the personal statement.
Set up your Common Application account.
Continue drafting and revising supplemental essays.
Confirm letters of recommendation and provide teachers with required materials.
Review application portals and school-specific requirements.
Set personal deadlines for fall applications and make final decisions on EA/ED applications.
Organize financial documents required for FAFSA and other aid applications.

https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/end-personal-statement
https://www.commonapp.org/
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/20-supplemental-essays
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/blog/how-to-ask-for-a-letter-of-recommendation
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/paying-for-college/home
https://www.collegeessayguy.com/

